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REPRESENTATIVE WEBSTER FILES AMENDMENT THAT WOULD REQUIRE VERIFICATION OF LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES PRIOR TO AWARDING PUBLIC BENEFITS
(BOSTON) – Today, State Representative Daniel Webster (R-Pembroke) filed an amendment to the most recent House supplemental budget bill that would require all state agencies to utilize the federal SAVE program to verify an applicant’s immigration status before determining eligibility for any state sponsored benefits. 
In light of the recent figures released by the Patrick Administration - revealing $93 million in Medicaid spending on illegal aliens – Webster stated, “it is important to show Massachusetts taxpayers that some legislators are interested in protecting their hard earned dollars from being misspent. This is only the tip of the iceberg. If $93 million is spent annually on MassHealth benefits for illegal aliens, one can only imagine how much money in all other state sponsored benefits is being given away to those who are in our country unlawfully.”
Despite including language that would ensure that necessary medical treatment for an emergency medical condition; short term, non-cash, in-kind emergency disaster relief; public health assistance for immunization with respect to diseases and for testing and treatment of symptoms of communicable diseases; programs, services, or assistance, such as soup kitchens, crisis counseling and intervention, and short term shelter specified by federal law or regulations for anyone in need, the bill was defeated largely along party lines.
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