	[image: image1.png]




	The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

House of Representatives

State House, Boston, MA 02133-1054


	Daniel K. Webster

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
	
	6th Plymouth District

Duxbury-Halifax-Hanson-Pembroke

Room 548

TEL. (617) 722-2487

Daniel.Webster@mahouse.gov


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


             CONTACT: Rachel L. Michael
DATE:  October 24, 2011
        



PHONE: (617) 722-2487

REPRESENTATIVE WEBSTER ON REDISTRICTING DUXBURY


For the past few months there has been much discussion about the re-districting process taking shape on Beacon Hill. Every 10 years, upon completion of the federal census, Massachusetts reviews, and in some cases reshapes U.S. congressional districts, state House and Senate districts, and Governor’s Council districts.


Prior to my first election as your State Representative, the 6th Plymouth District was comprised of the towns of Duxbury, Hanson and Pembroke. During the last re-districting process, the district was reconfigured to include Precincts 2 through 5 in Duxbury, Hanson, Pembroke and Precinct 2 in Halifax, which is the district I have been representing.


Upon completion of the last re-districting process, voters in Duxbury were justifiably upset that the town had been split into the 6th Plymouth District and the 12th Plymouth District. When I first ran for election, I promised Duxbury I would make every effort to reunite the town. In 2004, a potential opportunity for former State Representative Thomas O’Brien and me to reunite the town into one district arose. At that time, former Representative O’Brien represented Precincts 1 and 6.  These precincts are presently represented by Thomas Calter.


During this period, the U.S. District Court issued a decision relative to a lawsuit that was filed challenging the previous re-districting process.  Before the Court issued its decision, former Representative O’Brien and I were hopeful that it would order the House to redraw certain districts. We saw an opportunity for us to potentially reunite Duxbury into the 6th Plymouth District before the next redistricting process by amending legislation that would be filed per court order. Unfortunately, at the conclusion of the federal lawsuit, the Court specifically ordered the state legislature to change only those districts that were the subject of the federal lawsuit. Duxbury did not include any districts that were part of the federal challenge; therefore, the town could not be reunited into the 6th Plymouth District at that time.


During this re-districting process, Representative Calter and I have attempted to reunite Duxbury into the 6th Plymouth District. The most logical means to accomplish this would be to redraw the map as it was prior to 2003 to include the towns of Duxbury, Hanson and Pembroke in one district.  The target population number for each House seat is 41,500. The population of each district must be within plus or minus 5% of that target number. The current federal census data has revealed that if the towns of Duxbury Hanson and Pembroke were reunited into the 6th Plymouth District, population would exceed the target population number by more than 5%. Therefore, it is not possible to include the entire town of Duxbury in the 6th Plymouth District.


The proposed redistricting map eliminates the one precinct I currently represent in the town of Halifax and adds Precinct 1 in Duxbury into the Plymouth 6th. Although this solution is not ideal, it reunites five of the six precincts in Duxbury into the 6th Plymouth District. A vote on this map is expected in the House this Wednesday.  


I have enjoyed working with two different House colleagues over the years while representing the town of Duxbury. All of us have treated the community as if we represented it in its entirety, and I have no doubt that effort will continue.  I look forward to continuing to representing Duxbury in the years to come.
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