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STATE TO COMBAT SPREAD OF EEE

Webster Urges Patrick Administration to Conduct Aerial Spraying
(BOSTON) – State Representative Daniel Webster (R-Pembroke) joined his fellow legislative colleagues from the South Shore last weekend in pressing Governor Deval Patrick to approve an aerial spraying of insecticides across communities in Plymouth County.  With concerns mounting over the further spread of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) coming from residents and local officials, Webster lobbied the Patrick Administration for a rapid response.  
“EEE poses a serious threat to the public health.  Communities in my district have been elevated to high risk areas, and we cannot afford to remain idle.  With an increase in positive test results coming in earlier and more often this summer, it was clear that immediate action had to be taken.  I have been contacted by a number of constituents who have expressed grave concerns over the possibility of mosquito to human transmission of this disease,” stated Webster.  

Given the warm and wet summer months, mosquito populations are on the rise, and state health experts have indicated that there is a considerable risk of human contraction of the EEE virus.  Existing environmental factors have formed ideal breeding conditions for mosquitoes that could potentially infect the human populace.  Residents are urged to plan accordingly and apply insect repellent while outdoors during the early morning and evening hours.   
“While the weather conditions do play a role in the timing of the spraying, it is my understanding that the aircrafts can be deployed in 4-5 days,” stated Webster.  “EEE is a killer, and the health care costs attributed to its treatment are astronomical.  While I certainly respect the preservation of local ecosystems, wildlife and organic farms, human lives are at stake in this instance and aerial spraying is one of the quickest and most effective ways to hold this disease at bay.  I was pleased to see a preemptive response put into action.”  
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